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Taking Roll

· The first student in the room makes sure his/her class has started. All students login when they arrive in class. This is how I take roll.

Quick Polls

· On the board is bell-work to begin each class, usually just two or three questions. Students do their bell work individually, writing the answers in their journals. I will usually not help them with bell-work, because I want them to try, using their notes and book if needed. 

· Either a student or I will start the Quick Poll for the first problem. I require all students to submit an answer. The only grade I ever give them for bell-work is participation. I never grade each answer because I want them to feel free to be wrong. We learn a lot from wrong answers. 

· When we look at the answers in Quick Poll, I usually tell them if I see the right answer and I might give them a hint about it. The class discusses which answers are the same and which answer or answers they think are correct. I try to see first if they can reason through it as a class and get everyone to agree on the right answer before I will tell them what it is.

· I save all Quick Polls to Portfolio. For students needing modifications due to writing difficulties, I use the Quick Poll responses as their “work” for the topic. It seems easier for them to text their answers to me rather than to write them on paper.

· We do this process for the remaining bell-work questions. If the class gets a “one-bar,” meaning everyone (or most everyone) got the same answer and it is correct, then I give them a piece of candy or “free-day” points. Everyone in the class must respond for a “one-bar” to count.

· I use Quick Polls to assess knowledge of a current concept we are working on, pre-assess knowledge of a concept we are about to start, and to revisit concepts we have previously covered. 

· One of my favorite Quick Poll activities is to give a poll over a concept we haven’t covered and keep polling until the class agrees on the right answer. I will give hints after each poll.

· Another favorite is to give a question with more than one correct answer and see if the class agrees on each answer.

· Sometimes I will poll the class in the middle of a lesson to see if they are all on target, and occasionally we will do the entire lesson together, one Quick Poll at a time.

Grading Homework

· My students grade their own homework and I check their grading. As we are grading, I ask them to think about which problems they got wrong and apparently didn’t understand.

· When we are done grading, I send them a Quick Poll asking which problems they would like to see worked out. 

· I will usually try to show them a picture of the problem by either making a graph or construction using the Nspire CAS Navigator Teacher Software. If I think it is something the students need to practice and we have time, I will have them do it themselves on their handhelds and use Presenter to guide everyone through the process.

Introducing New Concepts

· Even though my classroom handhelds are numeric Nspires, I prefer to use the Nspire CAS Navigator Teacher Software when introducing new concepts. The ability to use the CAS to find patterns and link ideas is always helpful to me. Also, it makes the students think when they try to do something that I can do with CAS but they can’t do it with a numeric Nspire.

Math Nspired Activities

· About once per week I will use a pre-created Nspire activity from the Math Nspired website or Activities Exchange. Depending on the unit, I could even use up to three per week. 

· Once I send the students the file, I immediately do a Screen Capture to see that everyone is together in opening the file and getting started. I always set the Screen Capture to refresh every 30 seconds.

· Next, I will usually look for a student who is on task and make him/her Presenter. I rarely use the Nspire emulator in the Teacher Software during activities, because I have found that I can focus on the students and go at their pace when we use Presenter. 

· I explain the activity as the Presenter leads the class. I will usually go back and forth between Screen Capture and Presenter to ensure students are on task and that all their questions are answered.

· Students can work at their own pace, and I can help individuals as needed. If I am using the student worksheet that accompanies the Nspire file, I require them to answer all questions using complete sentences.

· After the activity, I will poll the students to see how many felt like they learned something from the activity. This helps me decide whether or not to use the activity again as-is or possibly make modifications.

· I have found that Math Nspired activities are good lessons to leave with a substitute when I know I will be gone. I will usually transfer the files to the students’ class folder and go over the lesson the day before. When the students come in the next day, the sub has the worksheet and they open the file from their class folder and work through the activity. I give them permission to help each other with the activity on the handheld but not give each other answers.

Student Created Work

· My students use their Nspires everyday. They use the Scratch Pad to graph and calculate as needed throughout the week. This work is not saved. Student created work is either an activity or lesson in which I want them create their own document, sometimes for a grade and sometimes not. 

· Usually I will either model the activity on the emulator or have students model it using Presenter.

· If someone is having trouble or has been absent, I will ask a student with a good example already started to send it to me then I send it to the class. Only the students needing the file retrieve it from their class folder. I can also log in as teacher on a handheld with a good example of the file and send it to the class from the handheld.

· If I am going to grade the work, I will have the students save the file in their class folder then send me the file. It will go into a folder named unprompted… with the date and time. Everything in the folder can be saved to Portfolio. The files can be accessed for grading from the class Portfolio folder in My Documents/My TI-Nspire Navigator.

Quizzes 

· There are two types of quizzes I usually give through the Nspire Navigator: quizzes created using the Teacher Software (TS), and answer blanks created with the TS paired with a pre-printed paper quiz.

· Regardless of the type of quiz, since students are working at their own pace, I will usually have something for the students to work on when they complete their quiz.

· I usually send the quiz to the class, then freeze or turn off the projector so I can monitor students’ progress from my desk through Screen Capture.

· I ask students to not only mark the correct answer in the Nspire file but also write the answers in their journals in case of a problem. 

· Included at the end of each quiz file is a page that asks the students to CTRL ARROW UP when finished to show solid dots for answered questions. When I see all students are finished, I retrieve the file from the students using Retrieve from Class. I can delete it at the same time.

· I save the file to Portfolio. All this is done with the projector screen frozen or off so students cannot see each other’s scores.

· Sometimes students may forget to hit “enter” to answer the questions or they entered the answers in a wrong folder. If this is the case, their file will contain all zeros in Portfolio. I usually re-send them the file and have them enter answers again. The file can be retrieved and added back to the group.
· Once I am sure all quiz files are complete I open the file in the Review workspace and we “grade” the quiz together. When the quiz is saved to Portfolio it is automatically graded; however, in the Review workspace we look at each slide with a bar chart of the class’ answers so the students can grade their journal answers and know their score. We usually take the quiz and grade it during the same class period.

