The Ultimate Learning Environment

By Tracy Slate

The ultimate learning environment is one where the teacher and the students can work together in a comfortable, fun, non-threatening atmosphere that promotes gaining knowledge and acquiring skills. 

Since each student has different learning styles, the room is set up to accommodate students as individuals, not as a group. However, working together as a group is an important life-skill, so group incentives and team-building are practiced. 
The daily routine is organized, and the students know what to do as soon as they walk in the room. This eliminates lag time so that more learning can take place.

There is also mutual trust and respect between the teacher and his/her students. The students do their best, because the teacher expects their best, and they care what the teacher expects. 

The parents are involved in their child’s education and the teacher and parents communicate regularly.

In order to create this type of environment, the students will adhere to the Mrs. Slate’s rules, procedures, and consequences.
“THE LEARNING STYLES CLASSROOM” 
· “Learning Styles” are practiced in this classroom. Areas of lower light, alternative seating, soft music, fans, pillows and blankets, etc… are provided for your comfort. Each is available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please do not save places for others.

· Using different types of instruction (games, working in groups, working alone, etc…) ensure that each student’s learning style is being accommodated. Please be patient and considerate while we are doing something that may not be your learning style.

· Relaxation and personal comfort are important to learning, so you may try different “Learning Styles” in the classroom to see what works best for you. However, your choice of “Learning Style” will not be allowed to hinder your learning or interfere with another’s ability to learn. 

· It is school policy to not recommend students bring food and drinks to class; however, bottled water is allowed.

· Participation in “Learning Styles” is a privilege. The consequence for abusing “Learning Styles” is loss of privileges.  
Mrs. Slate’s Classroom Rules

Be respectful to:

· Yourself

Be on time to class. Do your best work, and turn it in on time. Ask for help. 
· Your teacher

Come to class prepared. Give you teacher your attention. Listen. Participate.

· Your neighbor

Do not disturb your neighbor. Let him/her learn also.

· The school

Treat school property with kindness.
Classroom consequences for inappropriate behavior include student conference, loss of learning styles privileges, written warning, lunch detention, conference with parent/guardian, or trip to principal.

Mrs. Slate’s Classroom Procedures
· Bring your textbook, binder, paper, and pencil to class.

· Be in your seat and logged in when the bell rings. 
· Do board-work while teacher takes role. 

· Think creatively.
· Take notes.
· When someone is speaking, listen and do not interrupt.

· Raise your hand when you need help during work/study time.

· Take restroom breaks between classes. Notify the teacher of an emergency or documented medical reason requiring you to leave class. Bring your handbook to the teacher to initial and date, then take it with you as a pass.

· If you finish your assignment during work/study time you may quietly play a learning game.
